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“Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of 

wisdom.”  Psalm 90:12 

Greetings to all as we enter into the Fall and Football season.  As you will 
notice, if the upcoming events are any indication, God is going to bless us 
with a busy fall.  Thus, I want to encourage you to explore ways to master 

your minutes, or you will become slaves to them.  I confess one of my weakest areas of ministry 
is making the best use of my time.  There is so much I want to do, need to do, but some things 
seem to always come up which redirect my focus and take up the time I need to do other things.   
John Boykin reminds me that, “Time is life- nothing more, nothing less.  The way you spend your 
hours and your days is the way you spend your life.”  How well are you spending your time? 

 The Psalmist reminds us that our time is limited, so it is important for us to grow wise in 
how to make the best use out of the time we have been given.  Jill Briscoe shares, “The 
management of time is the management of self; therefore if you manage time with God, God will 
begin to manage you.”  As I am constantly trying to learn this truth, let me encourage you to do 
the same. 

Peace, 

Jon      

    Email Bible Study on the Gospel of John. 

As Deb and I begin our own personal Bible Study on the Gospel of John 
through BSF (Bible Study Fellowship) each Monday night, I have been 
prayerfully exploring how the congregation can maybe join us as we study 
the 4th Gospel.  Therefore, each week I will encourage you to read a 

particular chapter and give you some questions that I hope will help you grow in your faith.  On 
Sunday evenings at 6pm, I will be at the church if anyone wants to come and share their answers 

during a time of fellowship.     The first set of study questions will be emailed on Sept. 21.  
The first fellowship study will be Sept. 25 @ 6pm. 

Youth Fund Raising Drive-In Night 
postponed until later date when the days 
become shorter.  Stay Tuned…… 



On September 13 @ 2pm,  Elder Jean B. Buckner and I will be joining members of 

Presbytery to discuss coordinating mission trips to either Baton Rouge or West Virginia to come 
along side those who are trying to rebuild after their homes were flooded.  PDA is setting up 
work camps in both places so that volunteers can come, stay, and assist families with mucking 
out damaged homes, bleaching and repairing walls, and helping them to get back in their homes.  
As a church, we have already joined with Arlan Philips and the Unicoi Baptist Church in sending 
some supplies and much needed funding.   

        If God is leading you to send a financial gift to PDA to help those who have been affected, 
use the code DR0000191, whichwill be sent directly to PDA or gifts can be made online @ 
www.presbyterianmission.org/pda .     

Shelter My Sheep News 

You might have noticed the standing banners in the sanctuary.  They 
represent the affirmation of the Presbytery for the Shelter My Sheep 
Ministry which grew out of the Deacon’s Ministry at Center Church.  
Because of your support along with the support of individuals, Circle G 
Ministries (director Randy Fulbright) and four other churches to date,  
SMS has been able to purchase a piece of property at 208 Church St. 
where we have moved the first micro-house.  The students of TPHS will 
be building a new porch that will be added to the current structure and it 
should be available for use before winter.  The second micro-house which 

was built by the mission teams of Circle G Ministries under the leadership of Randy Fulbright 
will soon be moved to Sweetwater to the corner of Washington St. and Cedar Valley Rd.  This 
land is being leased from Pat King, who transformed the former St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church 
into the Marcella Center which is a nonprofit outreach program which provides after school care, 
dance classes and weekly dinners.  Your support will provide a new septic system and utility 
hook ups for the new house.  What is exciting is that both properties can have at least one 
additional micro-house!  Our goal from the beginning has been to put a micro-house in every 
major town in Monroe  County.   

Family Picnic @ JKC 

Meet at Church @ 12 noon if you are interested in going together 
or contact church at 253-2303 for more information. 



A Wedding Celebration in the Making 

On September 23 @ 6pm,  all are invited to join 
Phllip and Jessica as they make their wedding vows 
to one another.  The service will take place at the 
Center Church with a reception to follow in the 
Fellowship Hall.    

 

 

Men’s Bible Study meets on Saturday’s at 
9am.  This study is led by Fenton McCahill as he yearns 
to help others grow in their knowledge of God’s Word.   

 

With the Haunted House being just 
around the corner,  the youth is 
beginning to focus their efforts on 
prepping the old school house for this 
traditional fund raising event.   

On September 25, however, they 
will be taking time to affirm and 
express appreciation to the law 
enforcement officers of Monroe 
County. 

 

 

 



 Barbara Cantrell brought to 
our attention the health 
challenges facing baby 
Alexander Strong, 5 week old 
son of Paul and Lindsey 

Strong.  He recently underwent jaw surgery but has since run into 
more complications.  The following picture is Alexander wrapped 
up in a quilt created by the Dorcas Ladies of Center Church.  As 
God holds Alexander in is God’s almighty hands, I know God is 
smiling as Alexander, and his parents feel the love and warmth of 
the quilt that keeps Alexander warm.       
 

 

 

 

 

 

Other Dates to Remember: 

September 10- Pastor in KY. To do a funeral. 

September 13-       Shelter My Sheep Board meeting at 7pm at the Alumni building, TPHS. 

September 15-19-  Pastor will be visiting Bethany in Pennsylvania.  She will be speaking on 
behalf of CURE International before 10,000 people at Uprise, A CURE sponsored Christian 
music festival featuring Chris Tomlin and David Crowder.  She is putting me to work as her 
“roadie”!    

September 20-   Young Life Banquet at First Methodist Church in Sweetwater TN.  Dinner is at 
6pm.  If interested, please contact Deborah Faraone 270-970-1600 for a deatailed invite.  We 
want everyone to knowabout what God is doing through this ministry. 

September 21-  HMMC at First Methodist Church, Madisonville @ 12 noon.  Deacons meet at 
4:30pm at church.   


