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It is November is Christmas is just around the corner.  I want to 
apologize for not getting a monthly Newsletter out.  I have 
been involved with a number of projects that put limits on my 

time.  A lot of my time has been spent working with other volunteers to get the 
Micro- house finished and functional for winter use.   There may be families in 
need of someplace to stay as they try to get their life together and the Shelter My 
Sheep will have an opportunity to do that.  In addition, with the help of some other 
volunteers and inmates, we began building a stone fireplace in the pavilion across 
from the church.  Enough was built to be used during the Haunted House Fund 
Raising events, but there is still a lot of work to do.  But now Halloween is over, 
conferences are complete and the season is changing, I am working hard to get 
back on track with my visits and community activities.   

As you will see, there are a lot of church activities that will be taking place 
for the next several weeks and I wanted to bring you up to date.   

Peace, 

Jon 

 Shelter My Sheep News 

 The First Micro house of Shelter my Sheep is almost ready 
for use.  We invite everyone to come out on November 15 from 3- 6pm to see what 
your support along 5 other churches and individuals allowed this vision to become 
a reality.  To refresh your memories, Shelter My Sheep is an independent local 
ministry that was started by the Deacons of Center Church.  There were Deacons 
who had a burden for homeless people who were living in tents up Citico Creek, in 
run down houses with rotted floors and no running water, and dilapidated campers 
in the hollows of Monroe County.  Likeminded people from the local community 



joined together to share in this vision and created an independent board.  That 
board created a powerpoint presentation, made brochures, and began visiting 
churches to share their vision.  Opportunities were opened and five churches 
(Center, Cane Creek Baptist, Rocky Springs Baptist, River of Life, and Bethlehem 
Baptist) made a conscious decision the support this ministry opportunity with their 
financial and volunteer support.   From the Angel Tree, others gave gifts to furnish 
the house after it was completed.  The house was initially framed by the students of 
Tellico Plains High School under the leadership of Jake Harris and Travis 
Hamilton.  In time and before the new school year started, the micro house was 
moved to 313 Church Street where it was completed.  Next week, the sewer and 
water and electricity will be hooked up and the house will be ready for occupancy.   

        Some have raised some very good questions that we want to answer.  First, 
SMS, though it was started by the Deacons of Center Church is an independent 
local mission.  SMS owns the house and pays for the insurance, lights and sewer 
and water for the micro house.  In addition, the Fergusons have agreed to allow us 
to use a converted garage apartment that they have if there is a need and SMS 
compensates them with a financial gift for their kindness.   

        SMS will maintain the house and every person who applies that we, the board, 
believe we can help will be screened, given assistance to find a job and a place to 
get back on their feet.  This house was built for temporary housing (up to 28 days) 
and is evaluated each month by the board.   Every person who lives there will be 
open for random and reason suspicion drug screenings.  There will be no smoking, 
no drinking, no other person staying at the house other than who we agree to live 

there.  The house is under 24/7 surveillance  

       Our vision is to build one house per major town in Monroe 
County (Tellico Plains, Sweetwater, Madisonville, and Vonore) 
and with the potential help of the three high schools, we believe 
that dream will come true.  However, this vision also reminds 
SMS of the continued need of Center Church’s financial 
support.  The house itself cost about $7000-8000 to build, but 
we misjudged the initial cost of electric and water hook ups and 
learning there will be minimum payments for each even when 



the house is not in use.    

     Thank you for your support and we invite you to come and see what God has 
done on November 15 from 3-6pm. 

Worship News 
 Practice is well underway for the Christmas 
Cantata.  It is going to be a great program with a 
special twist.  It will be performed on Sunday morning 
and evening worship on December 13, so please mark 
your calendars and invite your friends.   

        In addition, you might have noticed the Lord is 
blessing us with children.  Thus, an interest has 
expressed to begin a children’s church ministry class 
that will take place during worship.  We hope to have it 
started by the beginning of the Advent (November 29), 

but volunteers are needs to offer support. Pray about ways that you might can 
support this ministry and please feel free to contact the pastor for more information 
at 253-2303.  

 First Sunday of Advents begins November 29,  Candle Lighters will be 
needed to light the Advent Wreath and read a brief devotion.  Please consider sign 
up. 

Mission Corner    
 New Providence Baptist Church has been doing a 
ministry to distribute free bread to the community.  The 
Session concurred with the Deacons’ desire to become 
involved in this ministry.  Word will be sent out when a 
load of fresh bread will be brought to the church and it 
will be available to all who are interested. 

 



 

Fellowship Flash 
    Mark your calendars!  The Thanksgiving Harvest dinner will be on Sunday, 
November 22 immediately following worship.  Please make plans to join us for 
this time of fellowship.   

 

The Haunted house Fund Raiser, in its 43rd years, 
continued in its success.  Over $3200 was raised over four 
4 nights.  On November 21, the youth and their parents 
want to do another Christmas float and will begin planning 
on that day.  Also that morning, fruit baskets will be made 
and delivered.  Volunteers will be needed to deliver them. 

 

Community News and calendar Events 
November 10@9:30am-  Presbytery mtg. at First Presbyterian Church, Oak Ridge 

November 10@7pm-  SMS board meeting.  All are invited. 

November 12@2pm-  River of Life Church is doing a fund raising event for Jax 
Henry Dalton. 

November 22@2pm- A service of celebration for The Etowah Presbyterian 
Church as it concludes its ministry. 

 


