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With Valentine’s Day just around the corner, I wonder how many know how 
this special day started.  Approximately 250 years after Jesus was born in 
Bethlehem, there was a priest by the name of Valentine. He lived in Rome. At 
that time, Claudius was the Emperor of Rome. Some people called him 
Claudius the Cruel. St. Valentine didn’t like Emperor Claudius, and he wasn’t 

the only one! Many people felt the same way. Claudius wanted a big army. He thought men 
should volunteer to join. Many men just did not want to leave home and go off to fight in wars. 
They did not want to leave their girlfriends and wives. So, not many men volunteered for the 
Roman army. This made Emperor Claudius very angry. He had a crazy idea that if men were not 
married, they would be more inclined to join his army. So Claudius decreed that there would be 
no more marriages. Young people thought his new law was really cruel. Valentine thought it was 
ridiculous! One of his favorite duties as a priest was to marry people. 

 After Emperor Claudius passed his law, Valentine kept on performing marriage 
ceremonies – but secretly. He would whisper the words of the ceremony, while listening for 
soldiers on the steps outside.  One night, Valentine did hear footsteps at his door. The couple he 
was marrying escaped, but he was caught. He was thrown in jail and told that his punishment 
was death.  St. Valentine tried to stay cheerful. Many young people came to the jail to visit him. 
They threw flowers and notes up to his window. They wanted him to know that they, too, 
believed in love. One of these young people was the daughter of the prison guard. Her father 
allowed her to visit him in his cell. They often sat and talked for hours. She believed he did the 
right thing by ignoring the Emperor and performing marriage ceremonies.  

On the day Valentine was to die, he left her a note thanking her for her friendship and 
loyalty. He signed it, "Love from your Valentine." That note started the custom of exchanging 
love notes on Valentine’s Day. It was written on the day he died, February 14, 269 A.D. Now, 
every year on this day, people remember. But most importantly, they think about love and 
friendship. When they think of Emperor Claudius, they remember how he tried to stand in the 
way of love, and they laugh -- because they know that love can’t be beaten! 

In the midst of a world where so many are struggling to understand what true love is 
because of abusive relationships, domestic violence, and cyber bullying, I want to remind you 
that True love can only come from God who showed God’s love in this way, “This is how we 
know what love is:  Jesus Christ laid down his life for us.  (I John 3: 16)  The good news is that 
through faith in Christ, nothing can separate us from God’s love! (see Romans 8:35,37-39).  
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Super Bowl Party at the Preacher’s Place.  Things 
start around 5pm.  Bring your friends and wear your team 
colors.   

 
February 13 @ 1pm.  We meet at the church to go 

to Winterjam 2106 at Thompson Bowling 
Arena to hear the greatest and latest Christian music 

artists.  Cost is only $10… 

 

On February 14, The youth invite everyone to come 
and enjoy a Valentine’s dinner.  The kids will be serving you 
with a chicken or ham dinner.   

 

Youth Group Bowling party to be announced.  
Stay tuned for more information 

 

 

Special thanks to Jessica Albritton and 
Philip Bivens for creating a church nursery program 
during worship.  She is playing an important part in 
joining us to disciple children about the love of Christ.  Be 
sure to thank her and keep her in your prayers.   

 



 

 

Men’s Bible Study 
Mens’s Bible Study starts back each Saturday @9am.  Fenton 
MacCahill is presenting an indepth study on the Paternalism of 
God-  A study on God, the Father of the Trinity.   

The Dorcas Ladies Ministry is one of compassion 
as they work to make beautiful quilts for the hurting and the sick.    
They meet every first and third Wednesday at 9:30 at the church. 

 

Regular Session meets first Tuesday of each month @ 
6pm. 

Regular Deacons meets third Wednesday of each 
month at 4:30pm.  

 Other Deacon News-  The Deacons have joined New Providence Baptist church 
in offering free bread, cakes, muffins, rolls to the community.   Though the date is 
not certain, we do know bread is picked up about every 3 to 4 weeks  Emails are 
sent when the bread comes in.  To get on the email list, please email Sandra Black 
(s.black@tds.net) or the pastor (jfaraone@bellsouth.net)     

March 20, Palm Sunday, we will have a special 

Seder Meal service that evening.  The 90 
minute presentation will be led by Rev. Robert 
Walter of The Chosen People Ministry and will 
involve the entire family.  Mark your calender for 
this special experience.  

 


